
Refocusing Our 
Vision on the 

Stewardship required 
for Zion



Those who refuse to act as good 
stewards over God’s creations are 
cheaters .  They cheat themselves; 
but more importantly, they cheat 
God out of using their life as a 
witness.  Our refusal to submit 
totally to God’s will and live 
righteously prohibits others from 
knowing God . Elder Robert Vohs, 1982



Does our Does our realityreality of Zion accurately of Zion accurately reflect reflect GodGod ’’s will           s will           
or only manor only man ’’s Interpretation?s Interpretation?

It is now time for us to let go of all our excuses and call uponIt is now time for us to let go of all our excuses and call upon the Lord the Lord 
for Power, that through Repentance, He might redeem  Zion.for Power, that through Repentance, He might redeem  Zion.
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• Paradigm is an example or pattern or a specific 
type that forms the theoretical framework which 
describes a process and may result in a change 
in basic assumptions associated with a given 
process. (The Introduction of fire, gunpowder, microchip into  
society caused drastic modifications because a chan ge occurs )

• Paradox is (a) statement that is seemingly 
contradictory or opposed to common sense and 
yet is perhaps true, (b) an argument that 
apparently derives self-contradictory conclusions 
by valid deduction from an acceptable premise. 
Example “I always lie.” If true, this statement woul d be false.



Seen = Temporal
Not Seen = Eternal (Celestial )

• For the things that are seen are temporal;
• But the things which are not seen are 

eternal .  ��������	�
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• The natural man therefore can neither see or 
understand the celestial law because his 
carnal senses are dulled by transgression !
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• Ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth .  2 Timothy 
3:7

• For My thoughts are not you’re your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, 
saith the Lord.

• For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.  
Isaiah 55:8-9



Process of Receiving God’s Will

• “But he hath doeth not anything until he is commandedhe hath doeth not anything until he is commanded , 
and receiveth a commandment with doubtful heart and 
keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned.”
D&C 58:6f

• “And now, verily I say unto you, that as I said that I would 
make known my will unto you, behold, I will make it known 
unto you, not by the way of commandmentnot by the way of commandment , for there are 
many who observe not to keep my commandments;

•• But unto him that keepeth my commandments, I will But unto him that keepeth my commandments, I will 
give the mysteries of my kingdomgive the mysteries of my kingdom . . . . .” D&C 63:7

• “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind ; 
and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the land 
of Zion in these last days;  D&C 64:7; Isaiah 1:19



Process of Receiving GodProcess of Receiving God ’’s Wills Will

• “There is none that knoweth these things, save it be the 
penitent;

• Yea, he that repenteth and exerciseth faith, and bringeth 
forth good works, and prayeth continually without 
ceasing; unto such it is given to know the mysteries of 
God;

• Yea, unto such is shall be given to reveal things which 
never have been revealed.” Alma 14:103

• “And inasmuch as they erred it might be made known;
• And inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be 

instructed.” D&C 1:5b  November 1, 1831
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• Circumventing the word of God by attempting to make true 

things look false and false things to seem true by the use of 
words rather than by deeds which produce fruit.  1 Nephi 
5:86-102; Alma 8:35-40; Helaman 5:30-40 

• Primary instrument of every anti-Christ, son of perdition and 
all those that fight against Zion in order to build themselves 
up. {PriestcraftPriestcraft }  2 Nephi 11:106; 2 Nephi 7:9; Alma 1:4-9

• Rhetoric would seek to convince you that Zion would best 
be achieved through a blending with, rather than a 
complete separation from Babylon.

• Zion cannot result from compromise, but by righteou s-
ness conquering evil.  

• Babylon must never be permitted to masquerade as the 
kingdom of God nor should we promote a system based on 
the depravity of the human condition.
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•• The carnal man will never come to a knowledge of th e The carnal man will never come to a knowledge of th e 

truth until he truth until he experiencesexperiences fully the new creature that fully the new creature that 
evolves as he takes upon himself the attributes of evolves as he takes upon himself the attributes of 
Jesus Christ as he abides in the vine and the vine in Jesus Christ as he abides in the vine and the vine in 
him.him.

•• Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; If any man Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; If any man 
hear My voice, and open the door, I will hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to come in to 
himhim �� Revelation 3:20
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Arthur Schopenhauer, 1788-1860



Changed Hearts � ����������������������������������������
• We must determine in our hearts that “we” are unable  of ourselves to 

change.  The carnal man is an enemy to God, not His  friend.
• Change comes not by a lack of trying but because of a lack of POWER !
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• Christ is able to transform or change us only as we  surrender our 
“self-will” and choose to allow Christ to put within  us the attributes 
of a divine spiritual nature. 

• The power to transform is a willingness to be guide d moment by 
moment by the direction of the Holy Ghost.

• We must first exercise faith to step outside of our  own perceptions 
before we can “see” or “enter” the vision that Christ  desires for us to 
implement using the spiritual tools He will grant u s.

• Our spiritual “toolbox” will be filled only as our “ works” and our 
“desires” are aligned to His Di-Vine “will.” Our work s must manifest 
His will.

• Our spiritual tools will assist us in being awakened so that we can 
arise from our deep spiritual sleep and shake off those chains which 
restrain the power of God in our lives so that we m ay be determined 
in one mind, and in one heart united in all things , that He may put on
us the robe of righteousness that He offers to all those that will 
“Come Unto Christ.” [ 2 Nephi 7:27-30, 36-39; 2 Nephi 3:56 ]



Our Choices determine the desires of 
our hearts as well as the Outcome!
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• Genesis 5:6-8 Cain loved Satan more than he 
loved God .  Satan commanded Cain and Cain 
obeyed.  Because of this, God had no respect for 
Cain’s offering.  It is significant why we “give.”

• The lack of Christ’s influence in Cain’s life was 
a contributing factor in Cain’s stewardship 
response, while Abel who yielded his heart to the 
Lord was a faithful one.

• Genesis 3:3,4, 7 Satan wanted God’s honor and 
power and to take away the agency of man.  Satan 
demonstrated that he did not know the mind of 
God.  

• We cannot serve two masters . . . We must make 
a choice!



Direction from our past
can increase our vision of the future

•• Principles of Principles of ““ mannamanna ”” � God’s introduction to celestial 
stewardship Exodus 16, Numbers 11, Deut. 8

• Under God’s watchful eye, provision was made for al l 
needs. Type & Shadow � All things common .

• Manna was free but it could not be accumulated for 
gain.  Distribution made according to needs.

• Thou lacked for nothing � Deuteronomy 2:7
• Clothes and shoes did not wear out � Deut. 29:5
• Having food and raiment, let us be content �

1 Timothy 6:8 Are our “needs” often overstated ?

• When the journey ended and the Promised Land was 
entered, the manna cease � Joshua 5:12
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• We can do nothing of ourselves.  We are the 
branches, He is the Vine. He bears fruit through 
us.   John 15:4-5 

• And it pleaseth God that He hath given all these 
things unto man; for unto this end were they 
made, to be used with judgment, not to excess , 
neither by extortion . D&C 59:5a

• There is even now already in store a sufficient, 
yea, even an abundance to redeem Zion, were
the churches willing to hearken to My voice.
D&C 98:10c

• It is My purpose to provide for My Saints, for all 
things are mine; but it needs be done in Mine 
own way . D&C 101:2d



Unlocking the MysteriesUnlocking the Mysteries
of the Celestial Law of Christof the Celestial Law of Christ
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1 Nephi 3:187

• Before we can hope to understand the instructions f or just being
His stewards, we must first understand the principl es that define 
Zion.

• God gives us the pattern in all things that we will  not be deceived �
D&C 52:4b

• God is bound to His promise only when we do what he  commands 
� D&C 81:3b

• Were it not for our transgressions Zion might have been redeemed
even by now � D&C 102:2a

• Zion cannot be built up unless it by the principles  of the law of the 
Celestial Kingdom � D&C 102:2c

• God has chosen Zion as His abode.  He chooses whom will dwell 
with Him.  Those that abide there must be prepared and meet 
certain criteria � DC 102:9c; Gen. 7:23; Gen. 9:21DC 102:9c; Gen. 7:23; Gen. 9:21 --23; Mal. 3:2; 23; Mal. 3:2; 
Psalms 15Psalms 15



• I the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of 
allowance; nevertheless, he that repents and does the 
commandments shall be forgiven � D&C 1:5f

• For if you will that I give you a place in the celestial world, 
you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I 
have commanded you and required of you � D&C 77:1g

• All kingdoms have a law given and certain bounds and 
conditions apply � D&C 85:9

• All beings who abide not in these conditions are not justified
� in otherwise NO Admittance D&C 85:10a

• Zion is the result of a transition from doing our will, to doing 
the will of the Father through the ministry of the Son.

• Zion acts as the catalyst which will permit the world, as it is, 
to become as God designed it to be.

• The path we choose today must express our passion for and 
our determination for tomorrow’s gain.  One step at a time!



• Finally, we should take notice that there will be both a 
celestial environment as well as a celestial culture in 
Zion.

• These two conditions are what will invite the world to 
come unto her and learn of her ways. Both the en-
vironment and the culture of Zion are in stark contrast 
to Babylon.

• We do not create either the environment or the culture.
• We are prepared through a process of sanctifi-

cation by the power of the Holy Ghost to abide Zion 
through our covenant relationship with Jesus Christ.

• It is the result of the Vine bearing fruit in the lives of the 
branches that makes it possible for us to abide in Zion.

• We are fairly oblivious to the whole process because it 
is the vine, not the branch that causes any fruit to come 
forth.

• The fruit from the branch is then purged so it will bear 
even more fruit for the Master.  And this fruit remains.



Creating a Celestial Environment

Acts 2:41-45 (Example 1)
a. They that received His word were baptized
b. Continued steadfastly in doctrine & fellowship
c. Many wonders and signs occurred among 

disciples
d. All that believed had all things common
e. Sold their possessions
f. Distribution according to need
g. Continued in one accord
h. The Lord added to the church daily



Acts 4:31-35 (Example 2)
a. All filled with the Holy Ghost
b. Were bold in their testimony
c. They that believed were of one heart and one soul
d. They recognized that they were not “owners ”
e. They had all things common
f. Great grace was upon them all
g. None of them “lacked ”
h. Sold their lands and houses
i. Laid them down at the feet of the apostles
j. Distribution made in accordance with need



Mosiah 9:60-64 (Example 3)

• And again, Alma commanded the people that the people of the of the 
churchchurch should impart of their substance , everyone according to 
that which he hath �

• If he have more abundantly, he should impart more abundantly, 
• And he that hath but little, but little should be required,
• And to him that hath not, (it) should be given ;
• And thus they should impart of their substance of their own free 

will and good desires toward God ,
• And to those priests that stood in need,
• Yea, and to every needy, naked soul;
• And this he said unto them, having been commanded o f God ;
• And they did walk uprightly before God, imparting t o one 

another both temporally and spiritually, according to their 
needs and their wants .



4 Nephi 1:3-4 (Example 4)
a. People were all converted unto the Lord
b. No contentions , no disputations
c. Everyman did deal justly one with another
d. They had all things common
e. No classes of people (system of equality)

3 Nephi 12:10-11 (Example 5)
a. As many as were baptized were filled with H.G .
b. Taught and did minister one to another
c. They had all things common
d. Everyman dealing justly one with another



Creating a Celestial Culture
Genesis 6:26ff – Genesis 7:15-27 I.V.

a. The Spirit of God descended out of heaven and made his 
abode with Enoch

b. Enoch heard a voice saying, prophesy unto My peop le, 
and say unto them, Repent

c. Say unto this people, Choose ye this day to serve the 
Lord God who made you

d. So great was the faith of Enoch that he led the people of 
God

e. And the Lord came and dwelt with His people
f. And the Lord called His people, Zion, because the y were 

of one heart and of one mind, and dwelt in 
righteousness; and there were no poor among them

g. Zion in the process of time was taken up into heaven



The Key to the Culture of Zion is 
the presence of Jesus Christ!

• “And it shall be a New Jerusalem, and 
the powers of heaven shall be in the 
midst of this people.”

• “Yea, even I will be in the midst of you.”
3 Nephi 9:58-59
[See 3 Ne. 10:4;
Zechariah 2:10]



• [Sec 58:7b] It is wisdom in me that my 
servant Martin Harris should be an 
example unto the church, in laying his 
moneys before the bishop of the church . 
[August 1, 1831]

• [Sec 58:7c] And also, this is a law unto 
every man that cometh unto this land, to 
receive an inheritance, and he shall do with 
his moneys according as the law directs.

A Pattern emerged for the creation of a A Pattern emerged for the creation of a 
Celestial Environment in the early restored Celestial Environment in the early restored 

Church of Jesus ChristChurch of Jesus Christ



Instruction by Joseph Smith, Jr.Instruction by Joseph Smith, Jr.

The fact is this: a man is bound 
by the law of the church to 
consecrate to the bishop 
before he can be considered a 
legal heir to the kingdom of 
Zion . RLDS Church History, Vol. 1, 
page 300



Joseph Smith, Jr.  & the law of Consecration in Joseph Smith, Jr.  & the law of Consecration in 
the early Church the early Church ��

[Sec 72:3eSec 72:3e] for according to the law every man 
that cometh up to Zion must lay all things 
before the bishop in Zion . [December 4, 1831]

• The totality of the law required total consecration 
of all possessions as well as an annual donation 
to the church of all surplus profits.

• It did not allow for private ownership of property
• Members would, by the act of consecration, 

become God’s stewards or joint-heirs with Christ 
to all of God’s possessions and power.



Private accumulation of 
property was impossible 

because all surplus profits 
or production were 

consecrated yearly by 
each steward to the 

storehouse



Let every man learn his duty

“Every soul that comes up to Zion for an 
inheritance . . . .  Should settle all his 
concerns with the world, and owe no 
man . . . . Be ready , when he arrives at 
the place of gathering, to consecrate all 
to the Lord, through whom the Lord has 
appointed for that purpose . . . . . 
Otherwise he may not hold communion 
with the brethren; nor expect an 
inheritance . . . .” Evening and Morning Star, Jan. , Jan. 
1833, page 61.1833, page 61.



Consecration as a Covenant

Be it known that I Wilford Woodruff do freely 
covenant with my God that I freely consecrate 
and dedicate myself together with all my 
properties and affects unto the Lord for the 
purpose of assisting in building up His kingdom, 
even Zion on the earth that I may keep His law 
and lay all things before the bishop of His 
church that I may be a lawful heir to the K/G 
even the C/K. Journal of Wilford Woodruff , December 31, 1834



Sidney Rigdon’s Charge

“It is the duty of the saints to offer their all to 
the will of God for the building up of the 
Kingdom and for the sustenance of the poor.
A true saint should be willing to consecrate his 
property, his life and all he possesses, and he 
that is not willing to make this sacrifice cannot 
be considered a saint of the Most High God and 
is unworthy of fellowship of the saints.”

Kirtland Council Record BookKirtland Council Record Book , page 214., page 214.



Joseph Smith, Jr. to the ChurchJoseph Smith, Jr. to the Church
� “Firstly , it is the duty of the Lord's clerk, whom He has 
appointed, to keep a history, and a General Church Record 
of all things that transpire in Zion, and of all those who of all those who 
consecrate properties and receive inheritances lega lly consecrate properties and receive inheritances lega lly 
from the Bishopfrom the Bishop ; and also their manner of life, their faith, 
and works and also of the apostates who apostatize after 
receiving their inheritances.”

� Secondly , it is contrary to the will and commandment 
of God, that those who receive not their inheritanc e by 
consecration, agreeably to His law, which he has gi ven, 
. . . . should have their names enrolled with the people 
of God . . . ." [See RLDS Church History, Vol. 1, pages 259-260.]
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•• These examples indicate a These examples indicate a repeating repeating 
patternpattern that a that a spiritual awakeningspiritual awakening and and 
conversionconversion evokes the desired responsesevokes the desired responses

•• A A temporaltemporal infrastructure or the visible infrastructure or the visible 
componentscomponents expressed within both the expressed within both the 
environment and culture of Zion environment and culture of Zion are of are of 
themselves inadequate to produce the themselves inadequate to produce the 
necessary Spiritual Awakening and necessary Spiritual Awakening and 
ConversionConversion of the saints.of the saints.

•• The The temporaltemporal infrastructure of Zion infrastructure of Zion is the is the 
fruitfruit born of a spiritual conversion.born of a spiritual conversion.

•• ““ . . . . . . . . AND AND when you arewhen you are CONVERTED, CONVERTED, 
strengthen your brethrenstrengthen your brethren ..”” Luke 22:32
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• Since 1982, it appears that there has have been a 

gradual and steady pulling away from active participation 
by the “young” and the “middle-aged” members of the 
church.  Many have been and are lost to the world.

• This key demographic is crucial to the work of the 
church because the Lord in 1834 identified these groups 
as “My warriors ” who he called upon to gather together 
for the redemption of My people. D&C 102:5a

• In D&C 102:5b the Lord lamented “but the strength of 
mine house have not hearkened unto my words.”

• An essential element missing from our pursuit of the 
celestial is that the church has failed to capture the 
interest of the young and middle-aged, which are “the 
strength of the Lord’s house.”



Church brought under Condemnation
in 1832 [D&C 83:8a,b]

• And your minds in times past have been 
darkened because of unbelief

• And because you have treated lightly the 
things you have received

• Under condemnation UNTIL . . . . . . . 

• Repent and remember the new covenant, 
even the Book of Mormon

• Former commandments, not only to say, but 
to do that which I have written.



What Should have been, Could What Should have been, Could 
still have been and still have been and MustMust Be!Be!

June 22, 1834 � D&C 102:2a-d
• Were it not for the transgressions of my people . . . 

They might have been redeemed even now; BUT
• They have not learned to be obedient to the things 

which I require of their hands . . . . 
• And they do not impart of their substance . . . .
• And are not united according to the union required by 

the law of the celestial kingdom .
• And Zion cannot be built up UNLESS it is by the 

principles of the law of the celestial kingdom.
• My people must needs be chastened until they learn 

obedience . . . . . 
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Let us here observe, that a religion 
that does not require the sacrifice 
of all things never has power 
sufficient to produce the faith 
necessary unto the enjoyment of 
life, and salvation never could be 
obtained without the sacrifice of all 
earthly things

These lectures were approved and printed along with  the D&C 
edition approved in 1835 as “Doctrine,” until 1894



When a man has offered in 
sacrifice all that he has for the 

truth's sake, not even 
withholding his life . . . 

Under these circumstances, 
then, he can obtain the faith 

necessary for him to lay hold 
on eternal life .



“The dilemma of our day is that the 
human race is on a collision course 
with either the kingdom of God � or 
extinction.  We are in a race between 
Zion and catastrophe.  The end will 
find us hopelessly divided with the 
devil having dominion over his own 
and the Lord having power over His 
Saints.” Arthur A. Oakman, The Call 
of Christ in an Age of Dilemma.


