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Pre-Test

Does God require less of the stewards of His Church today
than in times past?

Is there a level of understanding among the restoration that is
currently sufficient to abide the stewardship level required Iin
guestion 1 above? Understanding may not be equalt o0 a
common agreement!

Is the church, in your mind, justified in the manne  rit has
taught stewardship over the years?

Do you think that the people of Enoch, the New Test ament
Church, the Nephites of the golden age, Joseph Smit  h, Jr.,
and Joseph Smith, Ill all received the same level 0  f instruction

In the manner of the stewardship required to establ Ish Zion?
How do you account for the different levels of thei r response?
Is having the commandments sufficient to implement them?

When you made your covenant with the Lord Jesus, di dit
Include the requirement of being a faithful steward ?

See D&C 81:1d,e; 83:8 to assist you
with questions 2-6.




Have you ever filed a tithing statement? Paid
Tithes?

Does stewardship extend beyond doing that?

What Is the relationship between the principle of
the gathering to the Center Place and the
Celestial law? [see D&C 83:1b-2a]

How does the principle of “all things common
apply to the laws pertaining to stewardship as
you know them?

What you believe the essence of the Celestial
law I1S?
What do you think is the highest priority

required at this time for the Celestial law to be
Implemented?  [See DC 64:7a; Psalms 50:5; 51:17]



What is the Relationship

Between Stewardship and Zion
or the New Jerusalem?




ONLY the Tip of
the Iceberg

We have only
begun to
discover the
total magnitude
of the
relationship
between
Stewardship
and Zion




Where does the road
ahead lead?



It is not sufficient only to be made aware of the
expectations of our heavenly Father, but to acquire

practical instructions __ for implementing those
commandments which He has given to His people.

A Primary purpose for these classes is to provide
recommendations on how to live our covenant
relationship with our brothers and sisters in Chris t
In such a way that we bear fruit as God’s stewards.

As we abide in Christ, the power of the Holy Ghost

will transform us to think less of what we can do to
make stewardship work and more about what God
must do_in our lives to produce the fruit sufficient to
establish and abide within the conditions of Zion.

{The flow of the sap from the Vine to the branches — John 15}







“Gather My Saints together in Me”

* “Those that have made a covenant with me by
sacrifice ”

 “And ye shall offer for a sacrifice  unto Me a broken
heart and a contrite spirit.”

« Christ has given us principles which direct active
participation by the body of Christ not just
consideration. Agency always in place!

« The working of the Spirit in the body of Christ wil | be
manifest by the




e The end result of surrender Is the accumulation
of godly fruit which remains in the life of the

disciple.

« Many different kinds of fruit are associated with
the change that comes in the born-again
Christian, but one fruit in particular that should
be self-evident is that of being a faithful steward

of God.




Sacrifice requires Surrender

e Satan would seek to
convince us that
Jesus (the “vine” ) will
strangle us rather
than abide with us In
the process of
surrender.

e Satan fears surrender
because it loosens
his grip on all those
that he seeks to
decelve.



Let no man beguile you of your reward
In a voluntary humility Colossians 2:18; Alma 16:137




While studying the parable of Zion and while attemp  ting to see its
connection with stewardship, a pattern began to dev elop in

Cain's stewardship was skewed because "he loved sat  an more
than God," { Did not surrender } and because of this God had no
respect for Cain's offering. The lack of Christ's (T  he vine)
Influence in Cain's life caused him to be an unfait  hful and
unprofitable servant, while Abel, who yielded his h eart
{surrendered } and offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was righteous

The parable of vine provides not only principles bu t provides the
branches with power to live the fullness of the gos pel law despite
the feeble realities of the present. The natural man , however, will
resist these views as unjustifiably extreme, and ch oose to pit their
own will against God's.

Cain clearly demonstrates the principle that man ca  nnot serve two
masters. You will either hate the one or love the ot  her. Cain's
example also demonstrates as does [Luke 16], how an unfaithful
stevxéard will be called into accountability for wasting his master's
goods.

“As | live, saith the Lord, in the manner you execu  te this matter
(temporal stewardship), so shall ye be judged inth e day of
judgment.” [DC 114:2]




Choices based on the condition of our Hearts

Telestial What's yoursis | Its all aboutthe | You take care
mine money of me

Terrestrial What's mine is | Its partof what$ | | take care of
mine can do myself

Celestial It all belongs to Its about being We take care

God

stewards

of each other




Converted Hearts go hand
IN hand with Stewardship

greatest single barriers that prevents
our exodus from Babylonis  we have lost our
passion or desire to be the true disciples and
stewards of Jesus Christ because of _ the darkened
vision of our natural man tendencies.




From “A Dream" by Allie Thorburn

September, 1904 — Autumn Leaves, Nov. 1911

“I saw a man walking down the aisle dressed in a long white robe
and with a golden crown upon his head. | fell on my knees and
wept aloud, O Jesus, Jesus, my dearly beloved Jesus, for | knew
him just as soon as | gazed upon his dear face!”

Then came the voice of Jesus .. ... ... “Behold | speak
expressly to my servants; see that my law is kept, and
those that will not repent and live according to my law will

be cut off from among my people; for how can my chu rch
prosper when yve will not do the things which | have

commanded you ? Yea, how can it prosper when ye will not

Impart of your substance to the poor and the afflic ted of
my people? Behold, now is the time that my temple should
be built, but my people are not prepared to build i t.”

“*How often, oh, how often would | have blessed you with
many, many blessings, but ye would not let me "




. ... This people draw near unto me
with their mouth, and with their lips
do honor me, but have

the PURE in HEART

those who are of ONE HEART with the king of Zion



For behold , ye do love money,

and your substances |,

and your fine apparel ,

and the adorning of your churches
MORE than ye love the poor,

and the needy,

the sick,

and the afflicted . "




Stewardship Is  not
the mathematical calculation of how
much we owe, but the
demonstration, by our lives, that all
things belong to God.

When you are in the service of
your fellow beings , you are only In
the service of your God — Mosiah 1:49







* Stewardship 1Is the
discovery , accumulation |,
management , and
distribution  of all the gifts
God has given to us.”

— Elder Peter Smart, 2000

Given through the inspiration of the
Spirit













Stewardship & the Remission of Sins

* “For the sake of retaining a remission of your sins
from day to day, that ye may walk guiltless before God

* And see that all these things are done in wisdom and
order, for it is not requisite that a man should run faster
than he hath strength.” Mosiah 2:42-44

A Relationship worth Looking into




The Law Is fulfilled in One Word



For | was hungered, and ye

gave me meat | was thirsty, and ye gave
me drink | was a stranger, and ye took
me in Naked, and ye clothed me

| was sick, and ye visited me
| was in prison, and ye came unto me
— Matthew 25:33-47




Administer of your substance unto him that standeth In
need; and ye will not suffer that the beggar putteth up his
petition to you in vain__ and turn him out to perish.

| say unto you O man, whosoever doeth this, the sam e
has great cause to repent; and except he repenteth of that
which he hath done ... He hath no interest in the kingdom

of heaven Mosiah 2:28 -31

And remember In all these things, the poor and the needy,
the sick and the afflicted, for he that doeth not these
things, the same is not my disciple D&C 52:9¢

To love God with all the heart, and with all the un  der-
standing, and with all the soul, and with all the s  trength;
and to love his neighbor as himself . ... When Je  sus saw
that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art
not far from the kingdom of God Mk 12:38-39




Celestial Attitudes to Guide us

This is My commandment, That ye love one another,a s
have loved you  John 15:12

And they did impart of their substance, every man
according to that which he had __, to the poor and the
needy and the sick and the afflicted; and they did not
wear costly apparel Alma 1:40-41

Thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine h and
from thy poor brother; but thou shalt open thy hand wide

unto him_, and surely lend him sufficient for his need, in
that which he wanteth. Thou shalt surely give him, and
thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest
Deuteronomy 15:7-10

Give to him that asketh of thee; and from him that would
borrow of thee, turn not thou away Matthew 5:44







Therefore give to everyman who asketh of
thee; and of him who taketh away thy
goods, ask them not again Luke 6:31

But love ye your enemies, and do good,
and lend, hoping for nothing again; and
your reward will be great Luke 6:35

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not
again; but the righteous showeth mercy,
and giveth Psalms 37:21

And | would that ye should remember that
whosoever among you that borroweth of
his neighbor should return the thing that

he borroweth ... Or else thou shalt
commit sin Mosiah 2:46-47




Woe unto you rich men, that will not give your
substance to the poor, for your riches will canker
yoursouls. ... .. D&C 56:5a [to the rich]

Woe unto you poor men, whose hearts are not

broken, whose spirits are not contrite, and whose

bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands are not
stayed from laying hold upon other men’s goods,

whose eyes are full of greediness, who will notlab  or
with their own hands D&C 56:5c¢ [to the poor]

And every man did deal justly one with another; and
they had all things common among them, therefore,
there were not rich and poor . ... They were all  free
Eand I[l)]artakers of the heavenly gift 4 Nephi 1:3-4
to a




The K/G and riches

Luke 18:24 How hardly shall they who have
riches enter into the K/G

Luke 18:27 Impossible for them who trust in
riches..... to enter the K/G!

1 Timothy 6:10 “Love of money = Root of all evil.

And vet, God gives unto men the power to get
wealth, that He may establish His kingdom
Deuteronomy 8:18

It iIs not the money that is evil, Itis what we do
with it . Itis a direct correlation between our
heart and our pocketbook




Mutual surrender to the will of the Lord, not the a rm of flesh!

“And the Lord called His people Zion” — Genesis 7:23 V.

— Genesis 9:21-22 1.V.



_ SHEEeE
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Kingdom of the Deuvil

_oathes the celestial law, seeks to be a

aw unto themselves

~lercely Independent - selfish

owners , never stewards

Takers rather than givers

Fights against the establishment of Zion
Seeks to destroy the will to serve God

“The devil, who rebelled against God, and
sought to take the kingdom of our God
and His Christ” | "#$%




2 Nephi 12:23-25

For the kingdom of the devil must shake

They which belong to it must needs be _ stirred up
unto repentance, [they still have time]

Or the devil will grasp them with his ever-lasting
chains,

And others he will pacify and lull them away unto
carnal security, that they will say:  “Allis Well in
Zion.”

“But wo, wo unto him that knoweth that he
rebelleth against God! For salvation cometh to
none such, except it be through repentance and
faith on the Lord Jesus Christ.” Mosiah 1:108




BABYLON
Children of the devil







We have
received much
light & truth

The light at the end of
our path beckons

us on



