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Learning to Put Things Temporal Into Proper
Spiritual Perspective




Does the Church of
Jesus Christ need to
extend the spiritual
application of
beyond

th_e temporal boundaries

that we have assigned to

it?



Alma 2:15-17

“And thus . . .. there began to be great
contentions among the people of the church

Yea, there were envyings and strifes and malice
and and , even to exceed the

pride of those who did not belonqg to the church

of God .

And the wickedness of the church was a great
stumbling block to those who did not belong to

the church
And thus the church began to fail in its proqgress

=) Fast Forward to 1833




D&C 98:3

“Behold, | say unto you, there were jarrings , and
contentions , and , and strifes , and

among them,; therefore by
these things they polluted their inheritances

They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the
Lord their God,;

Therefore , the Lord their God is slow to hearken
unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of th  eir
trouble.

In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly My
counsel ; but in the day of their trouble, of necessity
they feel after me.




The ENDOWMENT —

Are we “as a church insufficiently in touch with God.” Pg. 4,
Line 8

“How may | help to achieve such a noble goal as Zion? 1 call
you to witness that, almost without exception, the answers
that you have heard are almost utterly inadequate.”

Pg. 25, Line 37-40

“Because you do not see the answer to this and like
guestions, the cause of Zion languishes, and God’s people
come out of Babylon and her world ways with very great
difficulty, since there is as yet so little to which they may turn.”
Pg. 26, Line 1-5

“. ... With few exceptions, men are motivated by the money
that shall result from their labor. Mostly they care little about
the social results of that which they do, and even their best
aims and hopes and goals are selfish.” Pg. 26, Line 23-28

2001 Poetic edition, Shaw, Hobbs, ZRF



“It Is not meet that His servants and His
people should dwell so far out on the fringe
of prophetic enlightenment.”

Pg. 27, Line 21-22

“You need first to set up as completely as
you can see, the main projects of the effort
needed to make the ideals of the kingdom
actual.” Pg. 28, Line 35-36

“The ideal and hope of Zion exists among
you, although far from the highest
realization, and in this is a marked sign of
Christ’s return to the world .”

Pg. 44, Line 34-36




Consider Stewardship as an
endangered species.. .. ..

In the end, we will conserve only what we love

We will love only what we understand

We will understand what we are taught

Baba Diour

Senegalese Conservationist




What Question do we need to ask?

When shall we see Zion?

“When men should keep all My
commandments, Zion should again
come on the earth . . . . When thy
posterity shall embrace the truth, and
look upward, then shall Zion look
downward . ...” (Genesis 9:21-22 1.V.)




What I1s the Answer?

Latter-day Saints will see Zion when

they stop seeking after Babylon, and flee
from her.

In 1833, the Lord told Joseph Smith, "There Is
even now already In store sufficient, yea, even
an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish
her waste places, no more to be thrown down,
were the churches, who call themselves after

my name, willing to hearken to my voice
(D&C 98:10c)




* One reason for presenting such a class is for a
deeper understanding of the principles of celestial
stewardship that will enable us to live that law In
face of the feeble realities of the present

 The ideal is before us, if we are willing, and
nothing prevents us as individuals from living
that law , thus enjoying its blessings and preparing
ourselves for its renewal when we are obedient to
those principles.

« Until then, It will require uncompromising and even
extreme single-mindedness and purpose of heart
to alert the Saints to the failings of our current
stewardship model within the restoration




o A parallel exists inthe Word of Wisdom .
e Saints realize that its principles extend

far beyond abstinence from hot drinks,
liguor, and tobacco, yet it has taken
many of the Saints years to appreciate
the ramifications of even the basics of
this inspired health code; and that
education Is not yet complete.

e How much more Is there to be learned

from the spiritual principles associated
with the celestial law!




At some point in our study and
processing of data we will be
required to take a slightly divergent
change In our course.

Instead of just preaching what to
practice , the Lord will ask that we

start practicing what we preach .




The Reorganization has for some time
been dwelling more on the written laws
rather than allowing the Holy Spirit to
reveal the spiritual process  that must
take place in order that God can transform
the natural man into spiritual man.

Oftentimes our approach has been
through the head or more specifically, the
pocket-book, without first seeing the

relationship that must exist in the heart
of the prospective steward




The Heart and the Pocketbook are
oftentimes at odds with each other
over key Stewardship issues




Babylon versus
The New Jerusalem

Do we recognize the subtle differences
between these two opposite systems?

The “Love of money " Is the root of all evil.

Pride destroys; Humility builds up and
preserves.

Babylon is based on a system of elevating
money as the chief icon of its kingdom

The New Jerusalem is based upon a system
of equality as the chief icon of its kingdom ,
and Is not dependent upon money to drive it
forward.




 Can the mere convenience that makes
money such a useful device continue to
outweigh the horrendous and growing
burden of evil that it iImposes on the
human race and that ultimately will bring
them into a state of ruin?

 The lesson of 4 Nephi suggests that it
cannot; The “no ite’s” became “me’s” again

* Only the law of consecration will do
away with "money and private property,’
which appear to be insurmountable
obstacles to the achievement of Zion.




* |In the tenth article of faith , one of several
statements which comprises the epitome of our
basic belief’s is articulated basic statements that
presents a summary of what the church believes
will occur In the last days of our probationary
time upon this earth.

 There are five such steps: (1) the literal
gathering of Israel ; (2)
; (3) the coming forth of
Zion (the New Jerusalem ) upon the American
continent ; (4) Christ's personal reign upon
the earth ; and (5) the renewal of the earth In
Its paradisiacal glory.




e Couple this with the revelation of 1831
(D&C 49:5) that plainly tells that “before
the great day of the Lord shall come,
Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness:;
and the Lamanites shall blossom as the
rose.

« Zion shall flourish  upon the hills, and
rejoice upon the mountains, and shall be
assembled together unto the place
which | have appointed .”




Given the explicit nature of these statements, the gravity of
establishing the cause of Zion looms large.

Because the celestial law Is a primary tool in the coming
forth of the New Jerusalem _, it is clear that it must be In
place before the sequence of events described above can
come to pass.

“It shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of pe  ace, a
city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most
High God; and the glory of the Lord shall be there,

And it shall be called Zion

Every man that will not take up his sword against h IS
neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for safety.

And there shall be gathered unto it out of every na  tion
under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not
be at war with another.” (D&C 45:12c -13b)

Should we not then give serious consideration to th e
prophecy of Malachi when he declares: "Who may abid e
the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he
appeareth ?" (Malachi 3:2).

What form of stewardship will be required at that d ay?




Five separate but connected steps in the
establishing of a celestial environment _ as
well as a celestial culture

Initially the building up of the kingdom of

God on earth _preparatory to the
establishment of Zion , Zion In turn preparing
the earth to receive the Lord , after whose
coming it will be possible to achieve the final
state in which the earth is renewed and given
its former glory.

The midpoint and focus of this whole trans-
formation Is Zion .

Zlon Is the great moment of transition, the
bridge between the world as itis and the
world as God designed it and meant it to be.




FINALLY, the
Words spoken to Joseph Smith, Jr.

should ring in our ears

Remember, remember, that it is not the work of God that
IS frustrated, but the work of man. D&C 2:2a

Behold, you have been intrusted with these things 2:3a

For, behold, you should not have feared man more than
God . ... Yet you should have been faithful . ... 2:3c

Nevertheless, My work shall go forth ... .. 2.6a

If thou art not aware thou wilt fall, but remember God is
merciful; therefore, repent of that which thou hast done,
which is contrary to the commandment which | gave, and
thou are still chosen, and art again called to this work.
D&C 2:4a,b

Given in July, 1828 . . .. Instruction given to th e church even
before restored upon the earth still applicable in latter days.




